Iowa Ag Sec. Northey Sees Business
Standing Strong Through Soft Ag Market
OSCEOLA, Iowa, Sept. 2, 2015 (SEND2PRESS NEWSWIRE) — Iowa Secretary of
Agriculture, Bill Northey made a stop at Salford USA in Osceola, Iowa
Wednesday afternoon. Taking time from his busy schedule, Secretary Northey
wanted to make sure he continued his discussions with agribusiness
professionals and hear, firsthand, the issues they face during the downturn
in the Ag market.
During his 2-hour visit and tour, Northey had conversations with Operations
Manager, Robert (Tom) Kober, Plant Manager, Randy Beckett, as well as Clarke
County Development Corporation’s (CCDC) Executive Director, Bill Trickey.
Much of the dialogue was focused on the volatility of today’s Ag environment
and its affect on manufacturing and the local economy, as well as Salford’s
positive impact on Osceola’s economy and growing workforce.
When asked about the recent market downturn and how he saw it affecting
businesses, Northey said, “There are a lot of people still buying, maybe
repairing used equipment, but it’s not like everyone’s shutting down. I’ve
talked to people that have said ‘I’ve been conservative, paid stuff down, and
now’s the time to trade or upgrade equipment.'”
For Salford, while the softer market has been noticeable, the impact hasn’t
been as bad. Through strategic planning and seasonal sales preparations,
Kober assured Northey that numbers were looking good, even in the down cycle,
which means they’d positioned themselves to benefit even more when the market
rebounds.
“This will be a different market,” Kober stated, “Salford brings something so
different to the game – even with additional sales staffing – we’ve
positioned ourselves where we can benefit – and be a benefit – throughout
these changes.”
Canadian-owned Salford Manufacturing moved their USA operations to Osceola in
2007 and soon after showed the company’s focus on integrity, quality, and
support of their employees was a priority. Bill Trickey explained, “CCDC gave
them our Board of Director’s award because, even during the downturn, they
kept their employees on – cleaning, painting, and what-not. And when things
picked up, instead of hiring new guys, they gave ’em overtime and helped make
the changes needed to make ends meet. That’s why they’re one of our
favorites.”

Salford USA staffs 40-45 tradesmen and manufacturing specialists out of
Osceola, Iowa. Their primary product is their I-Series secondary tillage
products, including field cultivators, fertilizer applicators, coulters, and
other field production attachments. Their company’s foundation in Ag
manufacturing, along with their founder’s “Don’t touch it unless we can make
it better” attitude positions them perfectly for rapid growth and impact in a
highly competitive U.S. Ag Manufacturing market.
“One thing that separates us from {the others} is the quality and strength of
our equipment,” said Randy Beckett, Plant Manager. “If it never breaks, and
you can run it for ten years, you have something that’s pretty valuable. And
that’s something farmers understand.”
For more information on Salford USA, contact Robert (Tom) Kober, Operations
Manager, Salford, Inc., 925 Furnas Drive, Osceola, IA 50213. Phone:
641-432-6036, email: tom.kober@salfordmachine.com, web:
http://www.SalfordMachine.com/.
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