‘Ancient Black Civilizations Matter’ –
Brand New Book, Explores Black Lives
in Classical Civilizations and
Embraces the Healing Power of History
SHELBURNE, Nova Scotia, Canada, March 16, 2021 (SEND2PRESS NEWSWIRE) —
Procopius Canning, historian and creator of the scholarly award-winning web
sites Timeline: Ancient Rome, and Gladiator: The Real Story, announces the
publication of “ANCIENT BLACK CIVILIZATIONS MATTER: Sort of like Wakanda,
only real!” (ISBN: 979-8696570037), a deeply researched popular survey
history of Blacks and Black culture in the ancient classical world.

While ancient Black history has been studied extensively in universities by
specialized scholars, little about Blacks and Black culture in Classical
Civilizations has been communicated to society at large, by way of high
schools, Hollywood, or the mainstream media.
“Leaving out an entire race of people from popular history is a rather
egregious omission,” says Canning, and further “it was disturbing to see some

of the miscreants who stormed the Capitol Building appropriating symbols from
ancient Roman history as symbols of white power.”
Revealing the extent of the role of Blacks in the ancient world would help
undermine such hate groups, Canning believes, making the content of his new
book especially important. While it is true that few people know much about
the daily life of Blacks and Black culture in the ancient world, the truth
is, at times, they even ruled it.
Heretofore hidden ancient Black history covers the remarkable life of ancient
Rome’s first Black senator, Lucius Quietus. It includes the Black emperor
Pescennius Niger who, like Black soldiers and Black slaves, braided his hair
in rows, revealing that Black culture superseded class distinctions. It
portrays the learned Black philosopher king Juba II, who ruled ancient
Numidia, and who wedded the daughter of the famous Egyptian Queen Cleopatra,
Cleopatra Selene, in a celebrated inter-racial royal marriage, predating
Meghan and Harry’s, by 2,000 years.
It includes the first African emperor Septimius Severus, who together with
the revered African empress Julia Domna, began the Severan Dynasty, the
longest rule of the ancient Roman empire by people of color. It includes
centuries of sculpture, painting, and artifacts, found deep within the
digital art history archives of the world’s leading museums, the most
appropriate of which, are used in Canning’s book. These events, along with
the empire shattering Jugurthine Wars, led by the Black warrior king
Jugurtha, should lay to rest any notion that ancient history belongs to any
one race alone.
“ANCIENT BLACK CIVILIZATIONS MATTER: Sort of like Wakanda, only real,”
embraces the healing power of history, proving that when accurately
described, people of color will not only see themselves reflected in
Classical Civilizations, they will see themselves participating actively and
meaningfully within them, at all levels. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. stated that, “all life is inter-related. All men are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly… This is the interrelated structure of reality.” Ancient history is as compelling a proof of
Dr. King’s eloquent wisdom as are today’s current events, indeed.
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